





APPENDIX D

for communities of that size. If a state is setting up regional or statewide programs, it
should consider several factors:

e Rural areas may have no shelters, so resources in those areas will be focused on
prevention and immediate re-housing.

o Communities with lower housing costs will need flexible financial assistance
more than rental assistance.

e If resources are spread across many communities, case management and
housing location functions should be combined.
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Targeting Criteria for Homelessness Prevention

This tool describes a sample eligible population for homelessness prevention and
provides an example of a high-risk group that should be targeted for prevention
assistance. If possible, the highest risk profile described below should be informed or
replaced by data from a Homeless Management Information System (HMIS), surveys of
homeless people, or other local information. In general, the opinions of providers and
advocates are an unreliable source of information about risk of homelessness.

**NOTE: These risk factors are ones the Alliance has identified as being good risk
factors to use in a homelessness prevention program. HUD will likely use only some of
these risk factors and will also include some different ones in its Notice on using
Homelessness Prevention Funds.**

Eligible Population
Households (including unaccompanied adults or youth, adult couples, single adults with
children, and couples with children) with all of the following characteristics—

1. Have an income below 30 percent of area median income

2. Have a housing crisis, including an eviction action, severe overcrowding, or
documentation that they will no longer be able to stay at their current
location

3. Lack other resources or support networks to obtain stable housing

Highest Risk Population
Households (including unaccompanied adults or youth, adult couples, single adults with
children, and couples with children) with all of the following characteristics—

1. Meets the criteria for eligible population above
2. Has income below 15 percent of area median income
3. Has one or more of the following characteristics
A. s a family with children and doubled up
Has experienced 2 or more moves in the past year
Has a young child (under age 2)
Is under age 24 and was in foster care at some point
Has a prior episode of homelessness
Has an eviction from public or assisted housing
Has experienced domestic violence in the past 30 days
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Has missed 2 or more appointments with a caseworker

Has a severe and persistent mental illness

J. Is being evicted from public or assisted housing
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Key Partnerships

APPENDIX D

Partnerships will be critical to effectively utilizing HPF resources. Partners should be
involved in four activities:

Developing the plan

Prevention Outreach—helping identify people who could be at risk of

homelessness

Carrying out prevention, diversion, and re-housing activities
Providing support to families after they receive assistance to improve stability,

well-being, and self sufficiency

Key partners include organizations, agencies, and members of the public who fund
programs or interact regularly with people in crisis, poverty, or at risk of homelessness.
These may include the following:

Head Start and Early Head Start
Agencies

TANF Agencies

WIC Agencies

Hospitals and Health Clinics
Mental Health Agencies
Public Housing Agencies
Property Mangers/Landlords
Utility Companies

Police

Food Banks

Substance Abuse Treatment
Programs

Child Welfare Agencies

Jails, Prisons, and Probation
Offices

Courts
Culturally Specific Organizations

Shelters and Homeless
Assistance Providers

Churches and other Faith-Based
Organizations

Domestic Violence Programs
Veterans Services Organizations

Public Housing Tenant
Associations

Legal Aid Agencies

School Homeless Liaisons
Community Resource Centers
Family Support Centers
Businesses

Workforce Centers
Unemployment Offices
Community Action Agencies
Help Lines (and 211 lines)
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