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SAFETY TIP OF THE MONTH

Child Identity Protection and Prevention

Child identity theft occurs when a
child’s identity is used by another
person for the imposter’s
personal gain. The perpetrator
may be a family member or
someone known by the family. It
could also be a stranger who
targets children because of the
lengthy time between the theft of
the information and the discovery
of the crime.

Credit agencies have no way to
verify if an applicant is who they
say they are. They do require
identification but have no way to
verify its authenticity.

Discovery often comes;

¢ When attempting to open
a savings account or
college fund and parents
discover an account
already opened with that
SSN.

¢ Numerous credit cards,
checks, bills or bank
statements are received
in the child’s name.

e Collection agencies call
about accounts opened
by the child.

e When ateen is denied a
driver’s license because
someone is already
using their SSN as ID.
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