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 The purpose of this letter is to share with you recently promulgated rules that may impact your 
program.  Last year, the statute affecting child placing and child caring agencies was amended to allow 
the Children’s Division to accept certain national accreditations as prima facie evidence that the agency 
has met Missouri licensing regulations.  Please find attached a copy of the rule and the names of the 
accrediting bodies that will be accepted. 
 
 As a result of this legislative change, we engaged representatives from impacted agencies to 
develop the attached rules.  We believe that this is a step forward for encouraging continued 
improvements in our child welfare system.  The Children’s Division encourages you to maintain or 
consider obtaining accreditation from one of the codified accrediting bodies.  If you currently are not 
accredited, we will continue to work with you to comfortably navigate the licensing process. 
 
 For those of you who are currently appropriately accredited, we will be asking to receive a copy of 
your final accreditation report as well as the accreditation certificate for all facilities you operate. 
 
 We appreciate your commitment to the children and families of Missouri and hope we can work to 
effectively implement this legislation.  If you have any further questions or comments, please contact Fred 
Proebsting, State Supervisor, RPU, at 573-751-4954 or fred.proebsting@dss.mo.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

         
 
      Frederic M. Simmens 
      Director 
 
FMS:kp 
Attachment 
 
cc: Jim Harrison 
      Fred Proebsting 
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