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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

 
CHILDREN’S DIVISION 

 
P. O. BOX 88 

 
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 

 
December 22, 2015 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: REGIONAL EXECUTIVE, CIRCUIT MANAGERS, PROGRAM 

MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS  
 
FROM:   TIM DECKER, DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: PROTECTING FOSTER YOUTH FROM SECONDHAND SMOKE 

EXPOSURE 
  
 
DISCUSSION: 
  
The purpose of this memorandum is to introduce a new approach to promote good 
health for foster youth.  If there are smokers in the resource home, the plan to protect 
foster youth from secondhand smoke exposure is to be included in the Home 
Assessment. A PowerPoint, Protecting Foster Youth from Secondhand Smoke 
Exposure, is to be viewed by all resource parents prior to licensure or approval to 
provide foster care services.   
 
There are currently eighteen states that require foster homes to be smoke free 
through legislation and policy. 
 
The following conditions have been linked to secondhand smoke exposure in children: 
 

• SIDS 
• More respiratory infections such as bronchitis and pneumonia 
• More severe and frequent asthma attacks 
• Ear infections 
• Chronic cough 
• Tooth decay 
• Long term effects including 

o Poor lung development  
o Lung cancer 
o Heart disease 
o Cataracts  

Missouri law tasks the Children’s Division with placing youth in the division’s care and 
custody, in homes that safeguard and promote their present and continuing good health 

What’s Inside: 
Protecting Foster 
Youth from 
Secondhand Smoke 
Exposure 

http://www.njgasp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/d_Foster_Homes_and_Cars.pdf
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/Dangers-of-Secondhand-Smoke.aspx
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and in homes that will not commit any act or engage in any conduct that would be 
injurious to the child’s health. 

 
A new training to educate resource providers about exposure to secondhand smoke is 
now required.  The PowerPoint presentation, Protecting Foster Youth from Secondhand 
Smoke Exposure is self-taught and is located on the Children’s Division’s Foster Parent 
Information Internet page.  All new resource applicants for providing foster care services 
must complete the training prior to licensure or approval.  Currently licensed and 
approved resource providers may complete the training and receive a one hour in-
service training credit using code V113, Secondhand Smoke Exposure.  
 
The Notification of Hazards (CD-101) has been revised to include a checkbox to indicate 
which household members are smokers. Currently licensed and approved resource 
providers who smoke or have any individual living in the home who smokes will need to 
complete the CD-101 at time of renewal. 

If any household member is a smoker, the plan to protect foster youth from secondhand 
smoke exposure is to be discussed. Refer the family to the required pre-service video, 
Protecting Foster Youth from Secondhand Smoke Exposure. Discuss with the resource 
parent(s) their plan to talk to foster youth about smoking and about the resource 
parent(s)’ role model of making healthy choices. This information as well as a plan to 
protect foster youth from secondhand smoke exposure is captured in the Health Status 
section of the Home Assessment. 

NECESSARY ACTION 
 

1. Review this memorandum with all Children’s Division staff. 
2. Review revised Child Welfare Manual chapters as indicated below. 
3. All questions should be cleared through normal supervisory channels and 

directed to: 
 
PDS CONTACT 
Elizabeth Tattershall 
573-522-1191 
Elizabeth.Tattershall@dss.mo.gov  
 

PROGRAM MANAGER 
Amy Martin 
573-751-3171 
Amy.L.Martin@dss.mo.gov    
 

CHILD WELFARE MANUAL REVISIONS 
Respite Care Recruitment and Retention 4.17.3 
Respite Care Case Recording 4.17.9 
Recording Guidelines and Record Composition- Resource Provider Records, 5.1.6.1 
Resource Provider Training, Working With Prospective Foster/Adoptive Parents, 6.2.2 
Guide for Conducting Resource Provider Family Assessments, 6.3.A 
Resource Provider Family Assessment Recording Outline, 6.3.C 
Conducting Resource Home Renewal, 6.3.5 
Resource Development Worker Responsibilities, 6.13.1 
 
FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS 
Notification of Hazards, CD-101 

http://dss.mo.gov/cd/fostercare/fpinfo2.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/fostercare/fpinfo2.htm
mailto:Elizabeth.Tattershall@dss.mo.gov
mailto:Amy.L.Martin@dss.mo.gov
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section4/ch17/sec4ch17sub3.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section4/ch17/sec4ch17sub9.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section5/ch1/sec5ch1sub6.htm#n161
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch2/sec6ch2sub2.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attacha.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attachc.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3sub5.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch13/sec6ch13sub1.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/info/forms/
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REFERENCE DOCUMENTS AND RESOURCES 
Protecting Foster Youth from Secondhand Smoke Exposure 
  
Dangers of Children Exposed to Secondhand 
Smoke https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-
issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/Dangers-of-Secondhand-Smoke.aspx  
 
Tobacco Fact Sheet, http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/2010/pdfs/key-
findings.pdf  
 
Surgeon General’s Report http://www.njgasp.org/chronic-disease-diabetes-
tobacco/surgeon-general-reports/2014-u-s-surgeon-general-report/  
 
Secondhand smoke http://www.lung.org/associations/states/nevada/local-
offices/vegas/assets/pdfs/secondhand-smoke-fact-sheet.pdf  
 
RELATED STATUTE 
210.109. (5) 
210.506 (2) 
211.183(2) 
211.421 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE 
N/A 

COUNCIL ON ACCREDITATION (COA) STANDARDS 
N/A  
 
CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES REVIEW (CFSR) 
N/A  
 
PROTECTIVE FACTORS  
Parental Resilience 
Social Connections 
Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development 
Concrete Support in Times of Need 
Social and Emotional Competence of Children 
FACES REQUIREMENTS 
N/A  
 
 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/Dangers-of-Secondhand-Smoke.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/Dangers-of-Secondhand-Smoke.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/2010/pdfs/key-findings.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/2010/pdfs/key-findings.pdf
http://www.njgasp.org/chronic-disease-diabetes-tobacco/surgeon-general-reports/2014-u-s-surgeon-general-report/
http://www.njgasp.org/chronic-disease-diabetes-tobacco/surgeon-general-reports/2014-u-s-surgeon-general-report/
http://www.lung.org/associations/states/nevada/local-offices/vegas/assets/pdfs/secondhand-smoke-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.lung.org/associations/states/nevada/local-offices/vegas/assets/pdfs/secondhand-smoke-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/21000001091.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/21000005061.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/21000005061.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/21100001831.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/21100004211.html

