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Why are we here?

• Intensifying global competition and steadily growing fiscal imbalances 
mean our kids have to do well.   Yet…

• Less than half of the children in every state are proficient in reading 
and math. 

• 20% of workers are functionally illiterate – they cannot read a map 
or a manual. 

• 54% of business leaders said they expect to have difficulty finding 
enough educated and skilled workers in the future.

• Our children must become adults who are book-smart, team-capable 
and job-ready.



Journal of Educational Psychology

Of 50 first graders having problems reading, 44 
of them will still have problems in fourth 
grade…we have to fix it before first grade 

First Graders Fourth Graders



Image of early childhood development is changing

Youth human capital is a high-return economic 
development strategy 

Quality early education for at-risk children can 
produce an annual rate of return as high as 16%—

 higher than most stock portfolios. It should be at 
the top of any state’s economic development 
agenda.

—Art Rolnick, Senior Vice President, Federal 
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis



Business is responding by supporting policy change 

Chambers of Commerce
• Maine Los Angeles Kansas City 
• Memphis San Francisco Houston 
• Nashville Oakland Brownsville, TX
• Richmond Fairfax, VA Calhoun County, AL

Business Roundtable: National, Massachusetts, Vermont
National Association of Manufacturers
2008 Public Policy Positions: “Access to high quality early education and 

learning opportunities is integral to helping today’s children prepare 
for the highly competitive, fast-paced global economy.”

Federal Reserve Banks:  Chairman Bernanke, as well as leaders in 
Minneapolis, Richmond, Atlanta, Cleveland, San Francisco – welcome 
support from the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank



The message is getting through…



Pennsylvania Early Learning Investment Commission

• Purpose:  Secure public investment in early learning by focusing on 
practices that are educationally, economically and scientifically 
sound by increasing business, civic and public awareness of the 
importance of early childhood education. 

• 26 business leaders from across Commonwealth 
• Year-long agenda: Planning Meeting in Fall; Business Summit in 

Spring 
• Strategies:
Activism with legislators
Speaking to community groups
Writing Op-eds
Supporting child care centers
Providing companies with education, materials/resources



Partnership for America’s Economic Success

• Collaboration of individual business leaders, business 
organizations, economists, funders and policy activists.  Six 
funders, including Pew. 

• Goal:  Make the life success of every child in America the top 
economic priority of the United States

• Strategies:
Document economic benefits of proven investments in children 

prenatal to five
Develop Partnership principles for effective policy and spending 

decisions based on evidence
Support business leaders as champions for effective early 

childhood policies and use of evidence/ROI in decisionmaking
• Managed by the Pew Center on the States



PAES Principles for Public Resource Allocations (draft)

1. Human capital.  Human capital development is the key to economic 
strength and should be the highest priority of government.

2. Young Children.  Successful human capital development begins in 
early childhood and continues into young adulthood.  

3.  Evidence-based decisions.  Policies should allocate resources to 
activities that can be expected to achieve substantial returns based on 
empirical evidence. 

4.  Policy Transparency.  Local, state and federal resource allocation 
decisions and results should be transparent to the public and easily 
accessible to all citizens.

5.  Sustainability.
 

Resource allocation policies and financing plans 
should be economically and politically sustainable over many decades. 



What business can do

• Connect with advocates to get e-alerts to know when to 
communicate with policymakers – important to be connected so 
you know message, timing, recipient (MO School Readiness 
Coalition)

• Make your voice heard – Op-eds, letters to editors, blogs, talk 
radio, policymaker town halls, press events

• Tell your colleagues – presentations at business events on 
investments in children as an economic strategy

• Encourage business groups to make a public statement
• Invite child care center operators to join business organizations
• Talk to policymakers and candidates (on a nonpartisan basis)
• Attend or apply to join early childhood advisory bodies to share 

business perspective



Print Coverage

November 23, 2009



How can we help you? 

• Visit our website for sample op-eds, 
speech materials, etc 

• Join our conference calls for help on 
common challenges

• Use workshops to train staff 
• Use conferences to win over skeptics
• Sign up for listserv:  

www.PartnershipforSuccess.org
•

http://www.partnershipforsuccess.org/
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