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	RE: Successor Guardian
Child:      
Dear Legal Guardian/s,
The Children’s Division policy gives you the option as the legal guardian/s to name a “successor guardian” in your current subsidy agreement per 42 U.S.C. 673(d)(3)(C). 
A successor guardian is a person/s named in the guardianship agreement or amendment who becomes the successor guardian in the event that you as the legal guardian/s die or become incapacitated. 
As the current guardian/s you are responsible for communicating and explaining to the prospective guardian their willingness to serve as successor guardian. You are also responsible for updating the named person’s contact information if changed after the agreement is signed. 
The successor guardian must be able to pass all background screenings required by the courts and will be responsible for paying for such screens. Background screenings include but may not be limited to; fingerprint-based criminal checks and Child Abuse and Neglect registry checks for all adults living in the home of the successor.  There may also be other requirements by the court in regards to the successor meeting the Children’s Division’s licensing standards. 
Naming a successor guardian is ONLY in regards to subsidy and does not mean the successor has legal custody of the child. The successor guardian will be responsible for filing and pursuing the guardianship with the court.  A new subsidy agreement would be negotiated with the successor guardian prior to court approval.
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	As Guardian for: 
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	I/we would like to name the following as Successor Guardian:

	
	Name:
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	Relationship to Child:
	     

	
	Address:
	     

	
	Phone Number:
	     
	Email:
	     

	
	
	
	

	|_|
	As Guardian for:
	     
	

	
	I/we decline naming a successor guardian at this time but are aware that we may name a successor guardian via an amendment to the agreement at any time while this agreement is still active in our names.

	The above was explained by:
	     

	
	(Subsidy Worker)

	To the following Guardian/s:
	

	Guardian’s Signature:
	

	Guardian’s Signature:
	



If you are a Veteran in the state of Missouri and are interested in learning more about benefits and resources available to you and your dependents, visit https://mvc.dps.mo.gov/MoVeteransInformation/Survey/DSS.
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