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MEMORANDUM

TO: REGIONAL EXECUTIVE STAFF, CIRCUIT MANAGERS, AND
CHILDREN’S DIVISION STAFF

FROM: PAULA NEESE, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR RESOURCE PARENTS

DISCUSSION:

The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act, also known as H.R. 4472, was
passed in July 2006. The purpose of the act is to protect children from sexual
exploitation, violent crime, prevent child abuse and child pornography, to promote
Internet safety, and to honor the memory of Adam Walsh and other child crime victims.

Since the Act was signed into federal law, the Children’s Division has made changes
such as FBI fingerprint checks on Resource homes and checking the Sex Offender
Registry to be in compliance with this Act.

An additional background check is now to be implemented to further comply with the
Adam Walsh Act and to ensure the safety of the children placed in the Division’s care
and custody. As part of the licensing process, staff will now expand the CA/N
background checks on each household member 17 years of age and older to include
each state they have resided in since the age of 17.

The search can be conducted by accessing the Department of Social Services 50 states
web site or the Family Support Division’s Public Human Services Agency Directory web
site. Staff will click on each appropriate state to obtain contact information for verifying
any child abuse/neglect history for each household member 17 years of age and older
for each state they resided in since 17 years of age.

To further enhance a comprehensive C/AN background check, resource/licensing staff
also need to enter the residence address of the resource home on the State Highway
Patrol's sexual offender list located on the Missouri Highway Patrol’'s website. This
search will determine if a sexual offender is registered as residing at the resource home
address.



http://www.dss.mo.gov/50states.htm
http://dssweb/fsd/administration/publicservicedirectory/index.htm
http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Root/index.html

NECESSARY ACTION:

1. Review this memorandum with all Children’s Division staff.
2. Review revised Child Welfare Manual chapters as indicated below.
3. All questions should be cleared through normal supervisory channels and

directed to:
PDS CONTACT: PROGRAM MANAGER:
Elizabeth Tattershall Melody Yancey
573-522-1191 573-751-3171
Elizabeth.Tattershall@dss.mo.gov Melody.Yancey@dss.mo.gov

CHILD WELFARE MANUAL REVISIONS:

= Section 4 Chapter 12.3 Agency Arranged Kinship Care

= Section 6 Chapter 2.2 Working With Prospective Foster/Adoptive Parents

= Section 6 Chapter 3 Attachment A Guide For Conducting Foster/Kinship Family
Assessments

= Section 6 Chapter 3 Attachment D Guide For Conducting Renewal Assessment

= Section 6 Chapter 3 Attachment H Guide For Conducting Adoptive Family
Assessment Services

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS:
N/A

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS and RESOURCES:
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act
DSS 50 States link

FSD Public Service Directory Link

Main Page Missouri State Highway Patrol

RELATED STATUTE:
RSMo 210.109 Child Protection and Reformation
RSMo 210.487 Child Protection and Reformation

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE:
List or put N/A if not applicable.



mailto:Elizabeth.Tattershall@dss.mo.gov
mailto:Melody.Yancey@dss.mo.gov
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section4/ch12/sec4ch12sub3.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch2/sec6ch2sub2.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attacha.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attacha.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attachd.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attachh.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section6/ch3/sec6ch3attachh.htm
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h109-4472
http://www.dss.mo.gov/50states.htm
http://dssweb/fsd/administration/publicservicedirectory/index.htm
http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Root/index.html
http://www.moga.missouri.gov/statutes/C200-299/2100000109.HTM
http://www.moga.missouri.gov/statutes/C200-299/2100000487.HTM

	M E M O R A N D U M

