
TITLE 13—DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
Division 70—MO HealthNet Division 

Chapter 3—Conditions of Provider Participation, Reimbursement, and Procedure of 
General Applicability 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

 
13 CSR 70-3.250 Payment Policy for Early Elective Delivery. The MO Healthnet Division is 
amending section (4).  
 
PURPOSE: This amendment removes incorporation language that is no longer needed in this 
regulation.  

(4) Payment for delivery prior to thirty-nine (39) weeks shall only be made if delivery is 
medically indicated.   

(A) Services must be consistent with accepted health care practice standards and guidelines. 
MHD, through consultants, including expertise in obstetrics and pediatrics/neonatology, shall audit 
deliveries prior to thirty-nine (39) weeks gestational age that are billed to MHD for medical 
necessity and review those that would potentially be denied due to questions regarding medical 
necessity and non-routine services provided for newborns during the initial delivery related stay. 
Documentation must adequately demonstrate sufficient evidence of medical necessity to justify 
delivery prior to thirty-nine (39) weeks. Evidence shall include information of substantial nature 
about the pregnancy-complicating condition which is directly associated with the need for delivery 
prior to thirty-nine (39) weeks. Delivery will be considered medically necessary if without 
delivery, the mother or child would be adversely affected (significant and immediate impact on the 
normal function of the body, illness, infection, mortality).   

(B) Delivery must be demonstrated to be— 
1. Of clear clinical benefit and required for reasons other than convenience of the patient, 

family, or medical provider; and 
2. Appropriate for the pregnancy-complicating condition in question [; and 
3. Conform to the standards of generally accepted obstetrics practice as supported by 

applicable medical and scientific literature and as included in the MO HealthNet provider 
manuals and bulletins, which are incorporated by reference and made part of this rule as 
published by the Department of Social Services, MO HealthNet Division, 615 Howerton Court, 
Jefferson City, MO 65109, at its website www.dss.mo.gov/mhd, dated April 15, 2013]. 

(C) The determination of services caused by Early Elective Delivery shall be a final decision of 
the MO HealthNet Division. 

AUTHORITY: section 208.201, RSMo Supp. 2013.* Original rule filed March 12, 2014, effective 
Sept. 30, 2014. Amended: Filed June 18, 2025. 

*Original authority: 208.201, RSMo 1987, amended 2007. 



 

PUBLIC COST: This proposed amendment will not cost state agencies or political subdivisions 
more than five hundred dollars ($500) in the aggregate. 

PRIVATE COST: This proposed amendment will not cost private entities more than five hundred 
dollars ($500) in the aggregate. 

 

NOTICE TO SUBMIT COMMENTS: Anyone may file a statement in support of or in opposition 
to this proposed amendment with the Department of Social Services, Legal Services Division-
Rulemaking, PO Box 1527, Jefferson City, MO  65102-1527, or by email to 
Rules.Comment@dss.mo.gov. To be considered, comments must be received within thirty (30) 
days after publication of this notice in the Missouri Register. No public hearing is scheduled. 

 


