


DENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (DAC) MEETING MINUTES
February 19, 2026
DAC Members Present:
Ron Wilkerson, DMD, St. James Dental Center (Chairman)
Aaron Bumann, DDS, Dentistry for Children
Michael (Mike) Lee, DDS, South Independence Dental
David Mattingly, DDS, McCoy Samples Mattingly Dental Clinic
Matthew Tinnel, DDS, Truman Medical Center
Vicki Wilbers, Missouri Dental Association
Consultants Present:
Nick Pfannenstiel, DDS, Jordan Valley, State Dental Consultant
MO HealthNet Division (MHD) Staff Present:
Jamie Purnell, Clinical Services Program Manager
Julie Pettigrew, Program Coordinator
Laura Gramlich, Benefit Program Senior Specialist
Kelly Connell, Quality Oversight Manager
Bridgette Hicks, Research/Data Analyst
Amy Lage, Research/Data Analyst
Jenny Lockhart, Registered Nurse Specialist
Guests Present:
Megan Krohn, DDS, Department of Health and Senior Services, Office of Dental Health
Jessica Emmerich, Missouri Coalition for Oral Health
Dana Hooker, Centene
David DePorter, Centene
Shelly Long, Centene
Eric Rholes, Centene
Tiffany Soldevere, Centene
Mayra Valenzuela, Centene
David Thielemier, DentaQuest
David Lanigan, Healthy Blue
Rachel Bell, United Healthcare
Katrina Harris, United Healthcare
Ginnah Skula, United HealthCare
Taliesha Williams, United Healthcare
Wendy Hedrick
Christina Medina
WELCOME
Julie Pettigrew opened the meeting and announced the attendees. She also announced that Karen Tappel will be retiring at the end of the month. Julie will notify the committee when Karen’s position has been filled.
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES
Julie asked for and received a motion to approve the minutes from the November 13, 2025, meeting. Mike Lee gave the motion with a second from Vicki Wilbers. No opposition was given.
OLD BUSINESS
Stainless Steel Crown Coverage for Adults
Julie reported that the proposal for coverage has been prepared and will be sent through the review/approval process in the next few days. She advised a bulletin will be published when this goes into effect.
Approval of Scaling and Root Planning
Ron Wilkerson expressed concerns related to the managed care plans denying scaling and root planing procedures based on age for children. After discussion between the committee and health plans present, David DePorter agreed to review any denials for Home State Health participants. For further review, Megan Krohn suggested pulling claims data to review denials. Dr. Wilkerson stated he would work with MDA managed care providers to provide support for this.
NEW BUSINESS
The agenda did not have any new business items. However, the following items were brought up during the meeting for discussion:
Coverage for Sedation Evaluations (code D9219) in the Adult Limited Benefit Package
Dr. Lee proposed coverage for sedation evaluations (code D9219) for participants in the adult limited benefit package. After a brief presentation and no opposition from members of the committee, Julie advised MHD will review this code for coverage.
Orthodontic Phase 1 and Phase 2 Approvals
David Mattingly stated his billing office advised him they have been experiencing problems in relation to Phase 1 and Phase 2 approvals for orthodontia treatment. He stated this is mainly for managed care kids. Julie advised Dr. Mattingly to send in examples and she would get them to the correct place for review.
Clarification of Impacted Tooth/Third Molar Extractions
Dr. Lee requested policy clarification related to impacted teeth/third molar extractions from DentaQuest. David Thielemier stated he would reach out to Dr. Lee and assist.
BULLETINS
There were no new bulletins published since the last meeting to review.
ROUND TABLE
Julie led the round table updates. The updates are as follows: 
· United HealthCare – Ginnah Skula reported no new updates
· Healthy Blue—David Thielemier reported no new updates
· Office of Dental Health (ODH) – Dr. Krohn provided an update regarding staffing changes in her office. She reported that all grants/funding are on track for SFY 27 renewals. She also invited all to join a quarterly Oral Health Stakeholder meeting and provided information on how to sign up for this. 
· Missouri Dental Association – Vicki Wilbers reported no new updates
· Managed Care – Kelly Connel reported no new updates
Meeting was adjourned.
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