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Group Adaptive Behavior Treatment for Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA)  

Applies to: Providers of ABA Services  
Effective date: December 18, 2025 

• Group Adaptive Behavior Treatment by Protocol 
• Multiple-family Group Adaptive Behavior Treatment Guidance 
• Updated Request for ABA Precertification Form 

 
Effective December 18, 2025, the MO HealthNet Division (MHD) will implement coverage of 
ABA procedure code 97154 (group adaptive behavior treatment by protocol).  
 
Group Adaptive Behavior Treatment by Protocol 
Group adaptive behavior treatment by protocol (97154) involves treatment by protocol 
delivered to a patient who can benefit from training in a group of peers to develop skills. This 
service is administered by a behavior technician or registered behavior technician under the 
direction of a qualified health care professional (QHP, i.e., licensed behavior analyst or 
licensed assistant behavior analyst) utilizing a treatment protocol designed in advance by the 
QHP. The QHP may or may not provide direction during the treatment, and the QHP analyzes 
the technician-recorded data to evaluate the effectiveness of the intervention. A group is 
defined as at least two but not more than eight participants. 97154 should be reported for each 
participant attending the group session. If the technician is delivering the group treatment 
(97154) and the QHP is present during the group and modifying protocols/providing direction 
to the technician, 97155 can be billed concurrently with 97154 to reflect QHP activity. 
 
The table below provides the billing codes, reimbursement rates, and daily unit limits for 
procedure code 97154. A total of eight units may be provided per one date of service, 
regardless of the modifiers reported. There is also a total monthly limit of 200 units for 
procedure code 97154.  
 

 

 

https://mydss.mo.gov/mhd
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Procedure Code MOD 1 MOD 2 Description Rate Max Daily 
Quantity 

97154 HO HM 

Group adaptive 
behavior treatment 
administered by 
technician under the 
direction of a 
licensed behavior 
analyst, face-to-
face with two to 
eight participants, 
each 15 minutes. 

$2.05 8 units 

97154 HN HM 

Group adaptive 
behavior treatment 
administered by 
technician under the 
direction of a 
licensed assistant 
behavior analyst, 
face-to-face with 
two to eight 
participants, each 
15 minutes. 

$2.05 8 units 

 
Multiple-family Group Adaptive Behavior Treatment Guidance 
Also effective December 18, 2025, MHD will implement coverage of ABA procedure code 
97157 (multiple-family group adaptive behavior treatment guidance). 
 
This service may be administered by a licensed behavior analyst, licensed psychologist, or 
licensed assistant behavior analyst face-to-face with guardian(s)/caregiver(s) and involves 
identifying potential treatment targets and training guardians/caregivers of multiple patients to 
implement treatment protocols designed to reinforce adaptive behavior and reduce 
maladaptive behaviors. This service is administered without the patient present. 
 
The table below provides the billing codes, reimbursement rates, and daily unit limits for 
procedure code 97157. A total of eight (8) units may be provided per one date of service. 
There is also a total monthly limit of 90 units for procedure code 97157. A group is defined as 
at least two but not more than eight families. Each family may consist of multiple individuals.  
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Procedure 
Code 

MOD 
1 Description Rate 

Max 
Daily 

Quantity 

97157 HO 

Multiple-family group adaptive behavior treatment 
guidance, administered by licensed behavior 
analyst or psychologist (without patient 
present), face-to-face with multiple sets of 
guardians/caregivers, each 15 minutes. 

$3.16 8 units 

97157 HN 

Multiple-family group adaptive behavior treatment 
guidance, administered by licensed assistant 
behavior analyst (without patient present), face-
to-face with multiple sets of guardians/caregivers, 
each 15 minutes. 

$2.52 8 units 

 
 
Updated Request for ABA Precertification Form 
Providers may request precertification for codes 97154 and 97157 as part of ABA Intervention. 
The six-month limit for precertification of ABA Intervention remains at 1,040 hours. 
 
Providers should use the updated Request for Applied Behavior Analysis Precertification 
form. The new form includes the following revisions:  
 

• Added procedure codes 97154 and 97157 
• Added a checkbox to indicate Continued Intervention, when applicable 
• Combined the Intervention and Continued Intervention Section  

 
To use the embedded electronic signature feature for the performing provider, download the 
form and open with Adobe. Providers can either print and wet-sign or insert their e-signature 
before faxing to the Behavioral Health Services Help Desk at (573) 635-6516.  
 
 
 

https://mydss.mo.gov/media/pdf/request-aba-pre-cert
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APPLICABILITY  

The information in this bulletin applies to the MO HealthNet (MHD) Fee-For-Service (FFS) program and may 
apply to the MHD Managed Care (MC) program, as well. MHD’s FFS policies set the basic coverage policies for 
benefits and limitations in the MC program. The MC health plans have additional flexibilities in operating their 
respective programs, such as determining which services require prior authorization and details required for 
claims submission. Certain services, such as pharmacy, are “carved out” of MC and will be paid through the FFS 
program. To ensure your understanding of this bulletin’s applicability to each MC health plan, please contact 
your health plan directly. If you are unable to resolve a MC issue directly with a health plan contact a MC Liaison 
by completing a Managed Care Provider Request for Information.  

Bulletins will remain on the MO HealthNet News page only until incorporated into the provider manuals as 
appropriate, then moved to the appropriate Provider Manual Archives. 

Providers and other interested parties are urged to subscribe to MO HealthNet News email list to receive 
automatic notifications of provider bulletins, provider hot tips, provider manual updates, and other official MO 
HealthNet communications. 
 
Before delivering a service, please check the patient’s eligibility status by swiping their MO HealthNet card, calling 
the Provider Communications Interactive Voice Response (IVR) System at 573-751-2896 and choosing Option 
One or using the Participant Eligibility option in eMOMED. Questions regarding MO HealthNet MC benefits should 
be directed to the patient’s MO HealthNet MC health plan.   
 
MHD Education and Training offers interactive web-based training for providers and general and program-
specific educational resources. Visit our Provider Training Calendar to register for an upcoming training. 
 

Provider Communications  
573-751-2896 

or via Provider Communications Management in eMOMED 
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